
Past News Items
Awards
-2006-

2006 ITE Transportation Planning Council Best Project Award: Grand 
Valley 

The Urban Design studio at Farr Associates created a winning form-based code template for the Grand 
Valley Metropolitan Council, which will be proposed to over 100 sites in the Grand Rapids, MI region. 
For more info on the project, please see our Planning & Urban Design page.

2006 Metropolitan Planning Council Burnham Award for Excellence in 
Planning 

Bethel New Life received this prestigious award for their work in Chicago's Garfield Park 
neighborhood on the West Side at the MPC Annual Meeting Luncheon. With consultation from Farr 
Associates, Bethel has succeeded in developing new small businesses, providing housing for a diverse 
range of individuals and families, and connecting residents to more accessible services.

Events
-2006-

October 26th, 6-9PM: Chicago Architects Reception presented by 
Owens Corning Cultured Stone 

Owens Corning Cultured Stone® would like to invite you to an elegant evening on October 26th from 
6-9 PM, featuring guest speaker and founding principal Doug Farr, of Farr Associates discussing 
various sustainability principles. The reception will be held at A New Leaf, 1820 N Wells, with 
cocktails and passed hors d' oeuvres provided. Complimentary valet available. RSVP to 
Josh.Janicek@owenscorning.com

October 18th, 11:15AM-12:15PM: 1st Annual Governor's Conference on 
Affordable Housing

The Illinois Housing Development Authority hosts this first-ever 2-day conference on October 17th & 
18th at the Chicago History Museum. Doug Farr will participate in a "Special Session" panel 
moderated by the Commissioner of the Environment, Sadhu Johnston, entitled "Cutting Edge Design 
- Accessibility, Green Design and Energy Efficient Technologies." Doug will focus on energy 
reduction in green buildings, particularly Farr Associates' work with on multifamily housing with the 
Interfaith Housing Development Corporation and in Riverdale, IL on the Pacesetter/Whistler 



Crossing mixed-use project. 

October 18th, 5:30-6:30PM: Facts, Figures, Fees: Managing for LEED

Sponsored by Practice Management and Environment KC, this event will feature Jonathan Boyer, 
Director of Architecture for Farr Associates discussing how designing a LEED accredited green 
building affects project management practices. At AIA Chicago; Free for AIA members, $15 for 
nonmembers. Go to AIA Chicago's site to register.

October 11-14th: Planning Michigan Conference

At this year's conference, the Urban Design studio at Farr Associates will be honored with the 2006 
Michigan Association of Planning's Outstanding Planning Project Award for a Project/ Program/ Tool 
for their Grand Valley Form-Based Code Study.

October 5th: American Association of Planning's Upper-Midwest Four 
State Conference 

Leslie Oberholtzer, Director of Planning and Christina Anderson, Urban Planner will present at this 
conference which invites APA members from Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa and Minnesota. leslie will be 
discussing form-based codes, and Christina, Chapter Vice President for the CNU, will give an 
overview of new urbanism. 

August 17th, 6:30PM CDT: "The Green Machine" Episode #103 on 
WTTW-DT (Channel 47) Chicago

Doug Farr, Farr Associates and the Chicago Center for Green Technology are featured in "The Green 
Machine," part 3 of a 6-part series narrated by Brad Pitt, produced by kontent+real, and presented by 
Autodesk. This series focuses on sustainable design, Part 3 specifically on Chicago's green movement. 
For more program information please click here. For further schedule information check local listings.

July 27th, 11:30-2PM: LEEDing the Way to Good Neighborhood Design

The American Planning Association (APA) ñ Chicago Metro Section & CNU-IL are pleased to host a 
presentation and group discussion on LEED-ND and its impacts on planning and development. LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design), the national rating and certification system that 
focuses on green building practices, has become a household word in many planning and architecture 
circles. The newest LEED rating system, LEED for Neighborhood Development (LEED-ND), is 
almost complete. This new rating system will reward developers and local governments for selecting 
sites and designing development in a way that factors in smart growth, green urbanism, and urban 
design principles such as compact design, proximity to transit, mixed use, mixed housing type, better 
stormwater management, and pedestrian- and bicycle- friendly design. In advance of the release of this 
new system, we invite to you a presentation and and discussion on LEED-ND and its impacts on 
planning and development.

Doug Farr, chair of the LEED-ND core committee, will begin this lunchtime presentation and 



discussion with an overview of the rating system, the process behind its creation, and the timeline for its 
completion. Farr will then lead the three panelist in a discussion of how LEED-ND will impact 
municipalities, developers, and planning in Illinois. Mayor Ed Shock of Elgin, one of the fastest 
growing cities in Illinois, will represent the view point of a municipality. Perry Bigelow is the president 
of Bigelow Homes. Bigelow Homes is a major development corporation in metropolitan Chicago with 
projects ranging from single-family homes to loft-style apartments. The final panelist is Ty Warner 
who recently left the Planning Department in WIll County to take his new position of Director of 
Planning at NIPC. Farr will moderate the discussion with the panel and the attendees. All are 
encouraged to review the latest draft of the rating system (www.usgbc.org) and prepare questions for 
our panelist.

SPEAKERS: Doug Farr, President & Founding Principal, Farr Associates Architecture and Urban 
Design

Mayor Ed Shock, Mayor of Elgin

Perry Bigelow, President, Bigelow Homes

Ty Warner, Director of Planning, NIPC

WHERE: Northeastern Illinois Plannig Commission

233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Sears Tower, Chicago, Illinois 60606 (Sears Tower requires photo 
id for entry)

Phone: (312) 454-0400

FEE: $15.00 paid at the door. Fee includes a box lunch. Please make checks payable to APA-CMS.

RSVP: Please e-mail (TBD).

Questions: Call Lori Heringa, phone: (312) 454-0400, email: heringa@nipc.org; or (Joe ???)

Continuing Professional Development Program (CPDP) Credit = 2 hours for this program

June 19th, 4:30-6PM: Meet Anthony Flint, author of the new book "This 
Land: The Battle over Sprawl and the Future of America". At Prairie 
Avenue Bookshop.

Join Christina Anderson of Farr Associates, and CNU Illinois board member as CNU-IL hosts a wine 
& cheese reception for Anthony Flint at this unique book seller.


